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JBS Umanadh, HYDERABAD, Jan 15, DHNS:

Continuing past

Inside the beautifully decorated carts are the small baskets with their own
glass cases containing millet seeds, a colourful shop-window of biological
diversity on wheels.

Locally known as Patha Pantala Panduga (festival of old and ancient crops), the
annual month-long mobile biodiversity festival organised by the farmers and
farmers’ groups under the Pastapur based Deccan Development Society (DDS)
began in Rechintal village of semi-arid Medak district in Telangana region of
Andhra Pradesh on January 14 and will culminate on February 13, at DDS’
Green School, in Machnoor.

In this festival, farmers participate along with their beautifully decorated bullock
carts, displaying the seeds of the forgotten millets, which the farmers’ groups
succeeded in reviving in the Zaheerabad mandal of Medak district. Over the
years, this festival has generated an unprecedented energy and has served
multiple objectives; it has seen the most vibrant discussions amongst farmers
about the status of food and farming in the country, today.

Farmers from different countries including West Africa, Indonesia, Philippines,
Myanmar, Canada and Bangladesh are participating in the festival to bring in
diversity to this festival.

The festival was first initiated in 2001 as part of DDS’ engagement with the

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan process. Each year, the DDS
Biodiversity Festival acts as solidarity, advocacy and awareness generation

exercise for the biodiverse farmers of Medak District in Andhra Pradesh.

Festival on Wheels

The festival is basically a colourful caravan of brilliantly decorated bullock carts
travelling along with singers and dancers carrying the message of the importance
of retaining, reviving and rejuvenating traditional agricultural practices. The
procession of bullock carts, decorated with sheaves of grain, flower garlands and
colourful fabrics is an overpowering image of bountiful crops and food-sovereign
villages.

Every January, the farmers travelling in caravans visit 70 villages in the region
and in every village, they exchange their seeds with the seeds grown in those
villages. They also spread the message of ecological farming even as other
women prepare traditional dishes, thus bringing out the culinary significance of
their crops.

In addition, the millet growers in the region take an oath pledging to carry on the
work of preserving for the posterity of the old farming systems, and knowledge of
biodiversity.

From generations

As part of the festival, the elder generation of women, who have preserved,
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Fest to revive forgotten crops begins in AP

protected and nourished the heritage of agro-biodiversity for generations, and
handed over in the form of a seed pot (a copper pot in which a variety of seeds

MUMBAI
DELHI

were mixed) to the daughters and daughter-in-laws of their communities for safe I ND I A

keeping, preserving and nourishing in their generation. USA
Seeds for posterity.
“In spite of the shift to ‘marketable crops’ everywhere post green revolution,
these marginal farmers in Zaheerabad region still grow millets such as Korralu,
Samalu, Taidalu etc ; and traditional varieties of red gram, black gram, chickpea
among others in a way they were grown since ages,” says Periapatnam V
Sateesh, DDS director. These practices are even relevant today as they are cost-
effective and can be grown even on poor soil without requiring irrigation,
fertilizers or pesticides, he adds.
They cultivate multiple varieties of these traditional crops which in turn help to
preserve the bio-diversity of the region. Keeping hybrid or seeds grown
elsewhere at bay, they depend on only local variety of seeds that were handed
down to them by their forefathers and preserve them in ‘seed banks’ in their
villages for posterity.
The festival also desires to remind people elsewhere that there’s a need to make
these traditional food grains part of the regular diet for their high nutrient values
when compared with rice or wheat.
Go to Top
% E-mail this Page g Print this Page @ Bookmark
Like Tweet <0
A >
FIRST BLUE
Instant Home Loans From \ 4 riuANcE

LDANS SINFLIFIED

Upto §

on return | S UC AIr TiC
Min & ff on each ticket

Like

Add New Comment

Required: Please login below to comment.

Type your comment here.

Showing 0 comments

( Post as ...

Sort by [ Popular now ¥ Subscribe by email [} Subscribe by RSS

24/01/12 3:54 PM

Most Popular Stories now

Most Commented Most Emailed

e Student's suicide singes college

e You touch him, you risk your career, students
were told

e 30 City lawyers booked
e Antony under fire over Army chief's age row

e India to raise Jay Leno's Golden Temple remark
with the US

e Oprah connects to Jaipur with salwar-kameez,
social message

e Lawyers hold City to ransom; govt, police mute
spectators

Pension is not expensive

Bue O0Y%lf fccmams

AVIVA

Cost (RM.)*  Pension (PM.)*
Rs.21 K Rs. 26,000
Rs. 42K Rs. 60,000
Rs.8.3K Rs. 1 Lac

[GETINSTANT UOTES L
policybazaar@

Imsurance compare kiya?
AXnaukricom’ group venture

About Us | News | Buisness | Sports | Supplements | Contact Us

Copyright 2008, The Printers (Mysore) Private Ltd., 75, M.G Road, Post Box 5331, Banglore - 560001

Tel: +91 (80) 25880000 Fax No. +91 (80) 25880523

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html

Page 2 of 2


http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.deccanherald.com%2Fcontent%2F219541%2Fcontent%2F219141%2Fsecret-my-longevity.html&source=tweetbutton&text=Fest%20to%20revive%20forgotten%20crops%20begins%20in%20AP&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.deccanherald.com%2Fcontent%2F219541%2Fcontent%2F219141%2Fsecret-my-longevity.html
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.deccanherald.com%2Fcontent%2F219541%2Fcontent%2F219141%2Fsecret-my-longevity.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#top
http://www.indianonlineflorist.com/
http://www.giftsvalentine.com/
http://www.mumbaigiftsflowers.com/
http://www.chennaigiftsflowers.com/
http://www.hyderabadgiftsflowers.com/
http://www.punegiftsflowers.com/
http://www.floristbangalore.com/
http://www.delhiflorists.com/
http://www.puneflowerdelivery.com/
http://www.goaflorist.com/
http://www.delhigiftsflowers.com/
http://www.delhiflorists.com/
http://www.indianonlineflorist.com/
http://www.indiacakedelivery.com/
http://www.giftsvalentine.com/
http://www.puneflowerdelivery.com/
http://www.goaflorist.com/
http://www.floristbangalore.com/
http://www.hyderabadgiftsflowers.com/
http://www.sendvalentinegifts.com/
http://www.globalflowerdelivery.com/
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://deccanherald.disqus.com/fest_to_revive_forgotten_crops_begins_in_ap/latest.rss
javascript:viod(0);
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/220949/students-suicide-singes-college.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/220939/you-touch-him-you-risk.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/220204/criminal-cases-registered-against-advocates.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/220260/antony-fire-over-army-chiefs.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/221500/india-raise-us-talk-show.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/221232/oprah-connects-jaipur-salwar-kameez.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/220008/lawyers-protest-clogs-central-bangalore.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
http://yads.zedo.com/ads2/c?a=1102338;x=2304;g=78;c=1185003326,1185003326;i=41;n=1185;1=11;2=1;tg=1327427792;v=1000002;s=13;g=78;m=1;w=19;i=41;u=unknown;p=6;f=1340038;h=841357;b=1440;o%3D20%3By%3D66%3Bv%3D1%3Bt%3Dr%3Bs=13;u=unknown;z=0.28184935403987765;k=http://www.policybazaar.com/life-insurance/oz_pension_landingpage_plan25.aspx?utm_source=mozone_cpl&utm_medium=mozone_pension250_250_20sep11_gif1185003326&utm_term=pension_plan&utm_campaign=mozone_cpl
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/130/about-us.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/70/news.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/168/business.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/contents/76/sports.html
http://www.deccanherald.com/supplements.php
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/184766/contact-us.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BL7j9X4YeT-XBMsyLiAevz4SADqGt3LECwdKBsSbAjbcB4JnbBRABGAEg24L4BTgAUObq_uv5_____wFg5erjg5gOsgEUd3d3LmRlY2NhbmhlcmFsZC5jb226AQk0Njh4NjBfYXPIAQLaAVJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmRlY2NhbmhlcmFsZC5jb20vY29udGVudC8yMTk1NDEvY29udGVudC8yMTkxNDEvc2VjcmV0LW15LWxvbmdldml0eS5odG1s4AECqQLpkAQe0YFVPsgCsfTbHqgDAcgDFOgD1SfoAy7oAxToAw71AwAAAET1AyAAABCgBgI&num=1&sig=AOD64_0MVEGOAZnZceUIoi52pual9cVxYA&client=ca-pub-6098511427863223&adurl=http://www.pinstorm.com/pinclicks.php%3Furl%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmlyc3RibHVlaW5zdGFudGhvbWVsb2Fucy5jb20vaG9tZS1sb2FuP2Fkd3g9aGxfMjAxMjAxMjA%3D%26par%3DODcyfEJhbmsgTG9hbnMgTmV3fERpc3BsYXl8Zw%3D%3D%26gk%3Dbank%2520of%2520india%2520home%2520loan%26Type%3DC%26ad%3D10196047401%26st%3Dwww.deccanherald.com
http://www.deccanherald.com/content/219541/content/219141/secret-my-longevity.html#
javascript:viod(0);

